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Letter
     Hardy-plant enthusiasts love growing from seed. 
We know how important that timing is, especially 
for plants such as geraniums and erodiums as they 
eventually eject the seed away from the plant. 
Not a problem for most of our geraniums because 
they produce lots of seed, but important if you’re 
growing a rare species or a new cultivar.
     To save that valuable seed, snip the tip of the 
beak on geraniums ahead of time and the awns 
will curl down when ripe instead of flinging up and 
tossing the seed. The mericarps with seed inside 
will remain at the bottom of the beak, usually long 
enough for you to return and harvest them. 
     Erodiums are a little different. The awns stay 
attached and help the seed bury itself in the soil by 
their corkscrew action as moisture levels change. A 
small wire bag tie or a thread tied round the beak 
will ensure the seeds don’t go anywhere.

John Beaulieu, Member of the Hardy Geranium 
Group, Ontario, Canada

Don’t lose important Geraniaceae seed

Left, the snipped beaks of different geranium; right, a 
tied erodium beak.

77

 

 www.botanyplants.co.uk 
East Northdown Farm & Mucklestone Nurseries, in Kent & Staffordshire 

 
3000 different trees, shrubs,& perennial plants, for dry/chalky & wet/acidic growing conditions. Plantfinder codes SEND & MMuc  

Louise or William Friend       M: 07714241667/8,      E:- info@botanyplants.co.uk  

East Northdown Farm & Gardens, Margate, 
Kent. CT9 3TS Tel: 01843 862060 

 

Mucklestone Nurseries, Market Drayton, 
Shropshire. TF9 4DN Tel: 01630 674284   

 

STONE HOUSE COTTAGE NURSERY

Unusual Plant and Art Fair
Sunday August 31st
11am until 5pm
To be held at Sussex Prairies Gardens

Tel: 01273 495902
Website: www.sussexprairies.co.uk
email: morlandsfarm@btinternet.com

Admission: £6 adult  £3 child (RHS members £4.80) (inc. entrance to the Sussex Prairies garden)
Sussex Prairies, Morlands Farm, Wheatsheaf Road, Henfield, West Sussex BN5 9AT
Garden open 31st May - 12th October 2014. 1pm until 5pm. Closed Tuesdays

PHOTO: MARIANNE MAJERUS

� Unusual plants available to buy from a range of exciting
specialist nurseries

� Stunning artwork from local and national crafts people
and artists

� Quality horticultural sundries
� Delicious home baking and quality snacks
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FREE POSTAGE ON ORDERS OVER €100. NEW AVAILABILITY LIST PUBLISHED IN THE AUTUMN.

French National Collection holders of Barnhaven primula. 

Certified collection of Primula auricula cultivars. 









€100. NEW AVAILABILITY LIST PUBLISHED IN THE AUTUMN. 

French National Collection holders of Barnhaven primula. 

auricula cultivars.  

76

Production · Breeding · Seed Technology

UK-Agents: Meadows (Fenton) Ltd · PO Box 78 · St Ives, Huntingdon · Cambs PE27 6ZA 
Phone: 01480 463 570 · Fax: 01480 466 042 · www.jelitto.com · richard@jelitto.com

German Headquarters: Jelitto Perennial Seeds Ltd. · P. O. Box 1264 · 29685 Schwarmstedt 
Phone 0049 50 71/98 29-0 · Fax 0049 50 71/98 29-27 · www.jelitto.com · info@jelitto.com

SALVIA ’Sky Dance’

3,700 Varieties 
Of Perennial Seed.

One Source.

Catalogue + Shop

www.jelitto.com

SOUTH GRANGE B & B
Quickbourne Lane, Northiam

East Sussex TN31 6QY

HPS members offer B & B
accommodation to non-smokers

Close to lovely gardens of Gt. Dixter, Sissinghurst.
Merriments, Pashley Manor, Scotney Castle etc.

and some excellent nurseries.
Private Parking

For further information visit
www.southgrange-northiam.co.uk

or phone 01797 252984

STILLINGFLEET LODGE
GARDENS AND NURSERY

Stewart Lane, Stillingfleet, York YO19 6HP
Tel/Fax 01904 728506

HARDY GERANIUMS, PULMONARIAS, FOLIAGE PLANTS

Open April 3rd – September 30th
Wednesdays and Fridays 1pm to 5pm

Also, first and third Saturdays and Sundays of each month
1pm to 5pm

Come and see our rill garden and new café
www.stillingfleetlodgenurseries.co.uk 

Open April 1st  – September 30th
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